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Tips for Towed Sports Safety 
 

The summer is in full swing, which makes the 
topic of our safety message today even more 
urgent – Towed Sports Safety. As our waterways 
become crowded during this time of year, it is 
vital to identify and implement important 
measures for safely water skiing, wake boarding, 
knee boarding, wake surfing, and tubing.  

Videos like this one underscore the need for safety considerations when participating in towed sports. 
Did you know that according to the Coast Guard, towed water sports account for over 400 boating 
incidents per year. And let’s not forget your life jacket when you’re out having fun on the water. In 
addition to a properly fitted life jacket, get one designed for the type of towed sport you are enjoying. 

These measures are presented in the “Towed Sports Safety” 
video where viewers learn about proper equipment selection 
and preparing to tow a person. For instance, tube ropes 
should be around 60 feet long and heavier than water ski and 
wake board ropes that should be about 75 feet long. Also, ski 
ropes should have more give than wake board ropes. 
Additionally, the video features tips for operating underway. 

Follow the video link 
above or visit 

https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel  
to find this and other safe boating videos, which are an excellent 
tool to help recruit participants to our educational program and to 
membership. Invite your friends and neighbors to watch, like and 
subscribe to America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what 
our organization has to offer.  

In addition to YouTube, these professionally produced high-
definition safe boating and boater education videos are available 
via the America's Boating Channel free, on-demand app on Apple TV, Roku or FireTV. America’s 
Boating Channel™ is produced by the United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) under a grant from the 
Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
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